California Young Reader
Medal

By Dori Caldwell
On Your Mark. Get Set. READ!

Read all books nominated in a category and

vote by April 1, 2026. One Child, One Vote.
Kids and Students K-12 Choose and Vote.

www.californiayoungreadermedal.org

Teachers or Librarians post the VOTES of individuals online.

California Young Reader Medal (CYRM) Primary Nominees for
2025-2026

Primary is the only category that has 5 nominees.

Primary
1ER T30S A Letter for Bob celebrates the treasured cars that carry us through
ﬁ W %Bbs-\__ﬂﬁ our most meaningful childhood moments.

Ever since the day Mom and Dad brought Bob home from the car
dealership, Bob has been a part of Katie’s family. Bob has taken them all
over, from powwows to vacations to time spent with faraway family. Bob
has been there in sad and scary times and for some of the family’s most
treasured memories. But after many miles, it’s time for the family to say
goodbye to Bob. This humorous and tender story about a beloved family
car—and all the stories and love carried along for the ride—will appeal to
every kid whose family has owned a special car.

Kim Rogers

Jonathon Nelson
Harper Collins, 2023

TeachingBooks.net offers multiple resources: Story map; Multi-leveled
lessons, etc. Author’s guides and activities, as well as material from the
publishers, available for all of the nominated books, through
TeachingBooks.net


http://www.californiayoungreadermedal.org

Aaron Reynolds
Peter Brown
Simon & Schuster
2022

Laurel Snyder
Dan Santat
Chronicle Books,
2022

From Aaron Reynolds and Peter Brown, creators of Creepy Carrots! and
Creepy Pair of Underwear! comes the third in this hilariously spooky series
about a young rabbit and his peculiar encounters—featuring a sinister
crayon!

Jasper Rabbit has a problem: he is NOT doing well in school. His spelling tests?
Disasters. His math quizzes? Frightening to behold. But one day, he finds a
crayon lying in the gutter. Purple. Pointy. Perfect. Somehow...it looked happy
to see him. And it wants to help. At first, Jasper is excited. Everything is
going great. His spelling is fantastic. His math is stupendous. And best of all,
he doesn’t have to do ANY work! But then the crayon starts acting weird. It’s
everywhere, and it wants to do everything. And Jasper must find a way to get
rid of it before it takes over his life. The only problem? The creepy crayon will
not leave.

This funny, original choose-your-path picture book of fractured fairy tales will
charm any young fan of the genre, putting the power of storytelling right in
the reader’s hands! Grab your basket and your coat. Put on some walking
shoes.

Turn the page and begin: Which story will you choose? Award-winning creators
Laurel Snyder and Dan Santat transform a crowd of classic tales into an
ever-changing, fascinating, laugh-out-loud choose-your-path picture book, in
which you may find a sleeping maiden, waste away in a sticky licorice cage,
discover the gold at the end of a wild goose chase, or maybe (just maybe) save
yourself—and the day! FUNNY TWISTS ON CLASSIC FAIRY TALES: “The Three
Little Pigs,” “Hansel and Gretel,” “Snow White,” “Sleeping Beauty,” “Little
Red Riding Hood,” and more—characters and settings from these classic fairy
tales take on hilarious new life in a brand-new story, just right for the
youngest fairy tale fans.

Become part of the annual CYRM Reading Event!

The CYRM annual reading event is one that has been ongoing for 51 years!

Check out the California Young Reader, CYRM, website to learn about past winning titles or to
nominate a favorite book that has been published in the last three years. If you are a
voluminous, speedy reader with time on your hands and are ready for a commitment, put in
an application to become a Committee Member and reader (a three-year commitment.)

Steve Smallman

Miguel Ordonez
Tiger Tales -
Penguin Random
House, 2022

www.californiayoungreadermedal.orqg

A bear named Dave is sweeping his cave one day when two slugs, covered in
fuzz, emerge from the dust pile and announce that they are THE Eyebrows of
Doom. Suddenly, Dave feels the urge to do something unkind, so he crashes
through a fence at the nearby campsite and eats all of the campers’ food and
knocks down their tents. The evil Eyebrows then find a young girl named Molly,
who smushes her ice cream all over her grandfather. But when the Eyebrows
try to disrupt things at the zoo, they get a big surprise!


http://www.californiayoungreadermedal.org

2T This bilingual picture book helps empower children to stand up for themselves.
A Yefferson's experience of having his name mispronounced reflects a common
[J challenge faced by many children from diverse backgrounds. By finding the
courage to correct others and assert the correct pronunciation of his name,
Yefferson models self-advocacy for young readers. On his first day at a new
school, Yefferson realizes that everyone - his teacher, the lunch lady, and his
peers - incorrectly call him Jefferson. With the love and support of his family,
Yefferson finds the courage to teach others how to pronounce his name

correctly and to be proud of his namesake.

Katherine Trejo & Scott Martin-Rowe Karla Monterrosa
Lil’ Libros, 2021
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What is CYRM?

California Young Reader Medal is an award given annually to 5 authors (and their
corresponding illustrators) whose books are nominated to the CYRM Committee through the
CRA’s CYRM website. Teachers, librarians, parents, and even students recommend book titles
to be nominated.

The 2025 winners include: Are You a Cheeseburger (Monica Arnaldo); The Gardener of
Alcatraz, A True Story (Emma Bland Smith); New From Here (Kelly Yang); Blackbird Girls

(Anne Blankman); | Must Betray You (Ruta Sepetys).

How are the winning Books Chosen?

CYRM committee members each year read the hundreds of books that are nominated and
choose the seventeen each year that Californian children and students, including teens, vote
on as the winner in their respective age categories. All are narratives and the categories
include 5 Primary picture books, 3 Picture Books for Older Readers (PBOR), 3 Intermediate
(Grades 3-6), 3 Jr. High/Middle School, and 3 Young Adult (YA) books.

California students must read all of the books nominated in their category, 3 or 5 books,
before placing their individual votes through a teacher or librarian by a set April 1 deadline
each year. A winner is announced on May 1 after the committee tallies the votes.

The CYRM program is a wonderful way to get incredible books into the hands of young
readers. Children love hearing new stories, reviewing each book before they choose their
favorite. The CYRM program promotes school-wide reading and discussions. Students often
recommend these books to friends and family. After hearing the nominees read at public
library story time, students rush to find a copy of the books to check out. Often these titles
are purchased for their home libraries, also! The books are inspiring and memorable, all the
while promoting reading. It’s a win all around! www.californiayoungreadermedal.org



http://www.californiayoungreadermedal.org

PBOR - Picture Books for Older Readers - Read all Three and VOTE!

These books read as nonfiction narratives. They are PBOR because the subject matter is captivating
but somewhat complex. Children must be of an age where their interests or maturity is sustained until
the end. They are amazing stories for readers from 3™ grade through middle school+, who are
enthralled by a good tale with pictures.

Collin Paeff
Nancy Carpenter
Margaret K. McElderry
Books

Simon & Schuster, 2021
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Chana Stiefel

Chuck Groenink

Scholastic 2021

HOW EVELYN Gl ENNIE
A PLAE GIRL,
CHANGED PERCUSSION

Shannon Stocker
Devon Holzwarth
Dial Books - Penguin
Random House, 2022

It’s the summer of 1858, and London’s River Thames STINKS. What is creating
this revolting smell? The answer is gross: the river is full of poop. But the
smell isn’t the worst problem. Every few years, cholera breaks out, and
thousands of people die. Could there be a connection between the foul
water and the deadly disease? One engineer dreams of making London a
cleaner, healthier place. His name is Joseph Bazalgette. His grand plan to
create a new sewer system to clean the river is an engineering marvel. And
his sewers will save lives. Nothing stinky about that. With tips for how to
prevent pollution today, this fascinating look at science, history, and what
one person can do to create change will impress and astound readers who
want to help make their planet a cleaner, happier place to live.

On America’'s 100th birthday, the people of France built a giant gift! It was
one of the largest statues the world had ever seen -- and she weighed as
much as 40 elephants! And when she arrived on our shores in 250 pieces, she
needed a pedestal to hold her up. Few of America's millionaires were willing
to foot the bill. Then, Joseph Pulitzer (a poor Hungarian
immigrant-come-newspaper mogul) appealed to his fellow citizens. He
invited them to contribute whatever they could, no matter how small an
amount, to raise funds to mount this statue. The next day, pennies, nickels,
dimes, and quarters poured in. Soon, Pulitzer's campaign raised enough
money to construct the pedestal. And with the help of everyday Americans
(including many thousands of schoolchildren!) the Statue of Liberty rose
skyward, torch ablaze, to welcome new immigrants for a life of freedom and

opportunity!

“No. You can’t,” people said. But Evelyn knew she could. She had found her
own way to listen. From the moment Evelyn Glennie heard her first note,
music held her heart. She played the piano by ear at age eight, and the
clarinet by age ten. But soon, the nerves in her ears began to deteriorate,
and Evelyn was told that, as a deaf girl, she could never be a musician. What
sounds Evelyn couldn’t hear with her ears, though, she could feel resonate
through her body as if she, herself, were a drum. And the music she created
was extraordinary. Evelyn Glennie had learned how to listen in a new way.
And soon, the world was listening too.



Dan Gemeinhart
Square Fish -

MacMillan, 2024
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Katherine Applegate
Gennifer Choldenko
Wallace West

Square Fish - MacMillan
2024

[ GARY D. SCHMIDT

Intermediate

It's been almost a year since Coyote and her dad left the road behind and
settled down in a small Oregon town. . . time spent grieving the loss of her
mom and sisters and trying to fit in at school. But just as life is becoming a new
version of normal, Coyote discovers a box containing her mom’s ashes. And she
thinks she might finally be ready to say goodbye. So, Coyote and her dad gear
up for an epic cross-country road trip to scatter the ashes at her mom’s chosen
resting place. The only problem? Coyote has no idea where that resting place
is—and the secret’s hidden in a book that Coyote mistakenly sold last year,
somewhere in the country. Now, it’s up to Coyote to track down the treasured
book . . . without her dad ever finding out that it’s lost. It’s time to fire up
their trusty bus, Yager, pick up some old friends, discover some new ones,

and hit the road on another unforgettable adventure.

Dogtown is a shelter for stray dogs, misbehaving dogs, and discarded
robot dogs, whose owners have outgrown them. Chance, a real dog, has
been in Dogtown since her owners unwittingly left her with irresponsible
dog-sitters who skipped town. Metal Head is a robot dog who dreams of
being back in a real home. And Mouse is a mouse who has the run of
Dogtown, pilfering kibble, and performing clever feats to protect the
dogs he loves. When Chance and Metal Head embark on an adventure to
find their forever homes, there is danger, cheese sandwiches, a charging
station, and some unexpected kindnesses along the way.

Herc Beal knows who he's named after—a mythical hero—but he's no superhero.
He's the smallest kid in his class. So, when his homeroom teacher at his new
middle school gives him the assignment of duplicating the mythical Hercules's
amazing feats in real life, he's skeptical. After all, there are no Nemean Lions
on Cape Cod—and not a single Hydra in sight. Missing his parents terribly and

wishing his older brother wasn't working all the time, Herc figures out how to
take his first steps along the road that the great Hercules himself once walked.

Gary D. Schmidt
Clarion Books -

Harper Collins
2023

Soon, new friends, human and animal, are helping him. And though his
mythical role model performed his twelve labors by himself, Herc begins to see
that he may not have to go it alone.



Sally J. Pla
Quill Tree Books -
Harper Collins, 2023

Veera Hiranandani
Kokila - Penguin
Random House, 2021
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Claire Swinarski
Quill Tree Books -
Harper Collins,
2023

Middle School / Jr. High

Maudie always looks forward to the summers she spends in California with her dad.
But this year, she must keep a troubling secret about her home life—one that her
mom warned her never to tell. Maudie wants to confide in her dad about her
stepdad's anger, but she’s scared. When a wildfire strikes, Maudie and her dad are
forced to evacuate to the beach town where he grew up. It’s another turbulent
wave of change. But now, every morning, from their camper, Maudie can see
surfers bobbing in the water. She desperately wants to learn, but could she ever be
brave enough? As Maudie navigates unfamiliar waters, she makes friends—and her
autism no longer feels like the big deal her mom makes it out to be. But her secret
is still threatening to sink her. Will Maudie find the strength to reveal the awful
truth—and maybe even find some way to stay with Dad—before summer is over?

Ariel Goldberg’s life changes when her big sister elopes following the 1967 Loving
v. Virginia decision, and she’s forced to grapple with both her family’s prejudice
and the antisemitism she experiences, as she defines her own beliefs.
Twelve-year-old Ariel Goldberg’s life feels like the moment after the final guest
leaves the party. Her family’s Jewish bakery runs into financial trouble, and her
older sister has eloped with a young man from India following the Supreme Court
decision that strikes down laws banning interracial marriage. As change becomes
Ariel’s only constant, she’s left to hone something that will be with her always-her
own voice.

Anna Hunt may be the new girl at East Middle School, but she can already tell
there’s something off about her eighth-grade class. Rachel Riley, who just last
year was one of the most popular girls in school, has become a social outcast. But
no one, including Rachel Riley herself, will tell Anna why. As a die-hard podcast
enthusiast, Anna knows there’s always more to a story than meets the eye. So,
she decides to put her fact-seeking skills to the test and create her own podcast
around the question that won’t stop running through her head: What happened to
Rachel Riley? With the entire eighth grade working against her, Anna dives
headfirst into the evidence. Clue after clue, the mystery widens, painting an
even more complex story than Anna could have anticipated. But there’s one thing
she’s certain of: If you’re going to ask a complicated question, you better be
prepared for the fallout that may come with the answer.



Young Adult

The prestigious Urban Promise Prep school might look pristine on the outside, but
deadly secrets lurk within. When the principal ends up murdered on school premises
and the cops come sniffing around, a trio of students—J.B., Ramon, and
Trey—emerge as the prime suspects. They had the means, they had the motive . . .
and they may have had the murder weapon. But with all three maintaining their
innocence, they must band together to track down the real killer before they are
arrested. Or is the true culprit hiding among them? Find out who killed Principal
Moore in Nick Brooks's murder mystery, Promise Boys—The Hate U Give meets One
of Us Is Lying..

Nick Brooks - Henry Holt & Co. - Macmillan, 2023

Evie Thomas doesn’t believe in love anymore. Especially after the strangest thing
occurs one otherwise ordinary afternoon: She witnesses a couple kiss and is
overcome with a vision of how their romance began . . . and how it will end. After
all, even the greatest love stories end with a broken heart, eventually. As Evie tries
to understand why this is happening, she finds herself at La Brea Dance Studio,
learning to waltz, fox-trot, and tango with a boy named X. X is everything that Evie
is not: adventurous, passionate, daring. His philosophy is to say yes to
everything-including entering a ballroom dance competition with a girl he’s only
just met. Falling for X is definitely not what Evie had in mind. If her visions of
heartbreak have taught her anything, it’s that no one escapes love unscathed. But
as she and X dance around and toward each other, Evie is forced to question all she
thought she knew about life and love. In the end, is love worth the risk?

Nicola Yoon - Delacorte Press - Penguin Random House, 2021

A poignant coming-of-age novel about two best friends whose friendship is tested
when they get the opportunity to leave their impoverished small town for an elite
prep school.

Life in a small Appalachian town is not easy. Cash lost his mother to an opioid
addiction and his Papaw is dying slowly from emphysema. Dodging drug dealers and
watching out for his best friend, Delaney, is second nature. He’s been spending his
summer mowing lawns while she works at Dairy Queen. But when Delaney manages
to secure both of them full rides to an elite prep school in Connecticut, Cash will
have to grapple with his need to protect and love Delaney, and his love for the
grandparents who saved him and the town he has to leave behind. Jeff Zentner’s
new novel is a beautiful examination of grief, found family, and young love.

Jeff Zentner - Ember - Penguin Random House, 2022

Teachers and Librarians Interested in Joining the CYRM Team?
Help the California Young Reader Medal Committee Select the Best Fiction Literature for Our California Students

Apply by October 1, 2025. Commit to read all books (hundreds) in all categories for three
calendar years. Join CRA, CSLA, CATE, or CLA and begin your journey into the captivating
world of Children’s Literature. Find the application under the VOTE and PROMOTE Banner at
www.californiayoungreadermedal.org
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