California Young Reader Medal Program 2025-2026
Information and Resource Links for Teachers
Primary, Older Readers, Intermediate, and Middle School/Junior High

Backaround Information for The California Young Reader Medal (CYRM

The California Young Reader Medal (CYRM) program encourages the recreational reading of popular
literature among the young people of our state. Young people recommend the titles of their favorite
books for nomination, or teachers and librarians repeatedly read or request titles, and these are
submitted to the California Young Reader Medal Committee.

Directions for Teachers

Read all titles in the grade level category for the students to vote. Gather votes for books and
submit them to the CRA website.

Voting Requirements for Students

To become qualified voters, young readers must experience all of the nominated books in a category
by reading the books themselves, having the books read to them, or using a combination of the two

methods.
e Young readers may read books in more than one category.
e Each reader is entitled to ONE vote in each category.
e An adultin a classroom or library setting must monitor the voting procedures.

Some ldeas for Inspiring Young Readers and Celebrating the Titles

e Small ELA groups discuss titles with literature circles or students participate in book club
structures.
Students might survey/interview each other about their favorite CYRM books.
Students make posters to advertise the books and post them around the campus.
Students or the class write letters to the author sharing feedback and appreciation.
Students create a Story-in-Bag to retell the book.
Students create book commercials for the books to share in class, at an assembly, or
through a video taped infomercial.
Staff, students, or guest readers listen to the read-aloud titles in the library.
e Invite guest readers to read aloud the titles in the classroom.
e Use the books for partner reading.



https://www.californiayoungreadermedal.org/
https://www.californiayoungreadermedal.org/nominees
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bLj556olBE-NPMsFOeM8pVNNATBb_kkF/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aEVkrDiDAH5cEk45Y-IMSADqv7g3rbhR/view?usp=sharing

2026 Book Titles for Primary Category

Creepy Crayon! (2022)

Author: Aaron Reynolds

Illustrator: Peter Brown

About: A funny text about a young rabbit who has strange encounters with a sinister
crayon.

Category: Primary

Resources:

e Read Aloud Options: Video Book Read Aloud from TeachingBooks/Simon Kids

e Website for Aaron Reynolds

e Teaching Books resources

Endlessly Ever After: Pick Your Path to Countless Fairy Tale Endings! (2022)

Author: Laurel Snyder

llustrator: Dan Santat

About: A choose-your-path picture book of fractured fairy tales, this will share the magic
of storytelling with young readers.

Category: Primary

Resources:

e Read Aloud Options: Video Book Read Aloud from TeachingBooks/Simon Kids

e \Website for Laurel Snyder

e Teaching Books resources
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Yefferson, Actually (2021)
Authors: Katherine Trejo and Scott Martin-Rowe
Illustrator: Karla Monterrosa
About: This story written in Spanish and English is about a shy boy who is named
Yefferson. His name is consistently mispronounced and he deals with consistent
discomfort and embarrassment. He finds his courage to stand up for himself and his
name.
Category: Primary
Resources:

e Read Aloud Options: Video Book Read Aloud from TeachingBooks/Aspire Firestone

Academy
e TeachingBooks resources



https://share.teachingbooks.net/QLESTRX
https://www.aaron-reynolds.com/
https://share.teachingbooks.net/QLGJ3KI
https://share.teachingbooks.net/QLESTRX
https://www.laurelsnyder.com/
https://share.teachingbooks.net/QLW9OXY
https://share.teachingbooks.net/QLBK4MU
https://share.teachingbooks.net/QLEM7TQ

A Letter for Bob (2023)

Author: Kim Rogers

IWustrator: Jonathan Nelson

About: Thisis a story about a family that shares life adventures in a beloved car.
Category: Primary

Resources:

e Read Aloud Options: Video Book Read Aloud from YouTube/Jessica Oliver

e TeachingBooks resources

e Author Website for Kim Rogers

e |llustrator information for Jonathan Nelson

The Eyebrows of Doom(2022)

Author: Steve Smallman

Illustrator: Miguel Ordonez

About: Abear named Dave is sweeping his cave one day when he comes across two
fuzzy slugs who lead Dave into all kinds of mischief.
Category: Primary

Resources:

Read Aloud Options: TeachingBooks/Scottish Book Trust
Lesson Plan from Scottish Book Trust

TeachingBooks resources

Author Website for Steve Smallman

Illustrator Website for Miguel Ordonez

2026 Book Titles Picture Books for Older Readers Category

Listen: How Evelyn Glennie, A Deaf Girl, Changed Percussion (2021)

Author: Shannon Stocker

Illustrator: Devon Holzwarth

About: A picture book about Glennie, a deaf woman who became the first full-time solo
percussionist in the world.

Category: Picture Books for Older Children

Resources:

Read Aloud Options: YouTube/Evelyn Glennie Reads

TeachingBooks resources
Author Website for Shannon Stocker

[llustrator Website for Devon Holzwarth



https://youtu.be/b-4S8ZAE7nw?si=PeF0X5DJDgRw5fUa
https://share.teachingbooks.net/QLWOM4X
https://kimrogerswriter.com/books/
https://www.fullcircleliterary.com/jonathan-nelson/
https://share.teachingbooks.net/QLKWNTV
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/uploads/store/mediaupload/9250/file/Learning%20opportunities%20for%20the%20The%20Eyebrows%20of%20Doom.pdf
https://share.teachingbooks.net/QLMHFSZ
https://www.stevesmallman.co.uk/
https://www.miguelordonez.es/
https://youtu.be/vNVMZLx-jX8?si=ItFc4H7FAK6cLHdd
https://share.teachingbooks.net/QL3HH2C
https://www.shannonstocker.com/
https://www.devonholzwarth.com/

Let Liberty Rise! (2022)

Author: Chana Stiefel

IWustrator : Chuck Groenink

About: A story about how many came together to collect and contribute to building a

pedestal for the Statue of Liberty.
Category: Picture Books for Older Children
Resources:

Read Aloud Options: YouTube/Mr. Alicea’s Reading Adventure

TeachingBooks resources
Author Website for Chana Stiefel

[llustrator Website for Chuck Groenink

The Great Stink (2021)

Author: Colleen Paeff

Illustrator: Nancy Carpenter

About: A story about a determined engineer who fixed London’s pollution problem.

Category: Picture Books for Older Children
Resources:

Read Aloud Options: TeachingBooks/Simon Kids
e TeachingBooks resources

e Author Website for Colleen Paeff

e |llustrator Website for Nancy Carpenter

The Labors of Hercules Beal (2025)

Author: Gary D. Schmidt

IWustrator: Gary D. Schmidt

About: A novel about a seventh grader who has to figure out how to fulfill a seemingly
impossible school assignment and he learns about friendship, community, and himself.
Category: Picture Books for Older Children

Resources:

e Read Aloud Options: Audio/Video Read Aloud by Chapter Book Storytime

e TeachingBooks resources



https://youtu.be/NlcmoIeLtUY?si=uSdiimq8EfePpBb2
https://share.teachingbooks.net/QL9D8O8
https://chanastiefel.com/books/let-liberty-rise/
https://groeneinkt08c1b06caa.wordpress.com/
https://share.teachingbooks.net/QL6NOUS
https://share.teachingbooks.net/QL6Y7AM
https://www.colleenpaeff.com/books/the-great-stink/
https://www.nancycarpenter.website/greatstink
https://youtu.be/VUT_H0VFyoA?si=Gxx6Bg2fZ39F3Z4Q
https://share.teachingbooks.net/QL9SKWQ

2026 Book Titles for Intermediate Category
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Coyote Lost and Found (2023)

Author and Illustrator: Dan Gemeinhart

About: A story about a father and daughter who go on a journey cross-country with
purpose and adventure.

Category: Intermediate

Resources:

e TeachingBooks resources

e Author Website for Dan Gemeinhart
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Dogtown (2024)
Author: Katherine Applegate and Gennifer Choldenko
Illustrator: Wallace West
About: An uplifting story about Dogtown, a shelter for stray dogs.
Category: Intermediate
Resources:

e TeachingBooks resources

e Author Website for Katherine Applegate

e Author Website for Gennifer Choldenko

e |llustrator Website for Wallace West

The Fire, The Water, and Maudie (2024)
Author: Sally J. Pla
About: A contemporary novel about a neurodivergent girl who has to deal with difficult
life situations.
Category: Intermediate
Resources:
° TeachingBooks resources
° Author Website for Sally J. Pla

2026 Book Titles for Middle School/Junior High Category
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What Happened to Rachel Riley (2024)

Author: Claire Swinarski

About: A contemporary middle grade novel with a #MeToo message as an eighth grader
uses social media posts, passed notes, and other clues to find out why a a formerly
popular girl is now a social outcast.

Category: Middle School/Junior High

Resources:



https://share.teachingbooks.net/QLA2UJM
https://dangemeinhart.com/my-books.html
https://share.teachingbooks.net/QLBOG68
https://katherineapplegate.com/
https://gennifercholdenko.com/
https://www.wallacewest.com/
https://share.teachingbooks.net/QL67W8T
https://sallyjpla.com/

° TeachingBooks resources
° Author Website for Claire Swinarski

ERA HIRANANDANI

How You Find What You’re Not Looking For (2022)

Author: VeeraHiranandani

About: Historical fiction about how middle schooler Ariel Goldberg's life changes when
her sister elopes following the 1967 Loving v Virginia decision.

Category: Middle School/Junior High

Resources:

e TeachingBooks resources
o Author Website for Veera Hiranandani

Promise Boys (2025)
Author: Nick Brooks
About: A mystery novel about three teen boys who must investigate a murder to clear
their names.
Category: Middle School/Junior High
Resources:
e TeachingBooks resources
e Author Website for Nick Brooks

2026 Book Titles for Young Adult Category
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Instructions for Dancing (2022)
Author: Nicola Yoon
About: Ayoung adult romantic novel about Evie who has the power to see other
people’s romantic fates but what will happen when she finally sees her own?
Category: Young Adult
Resources:

e TeachingBooks resources

e Author Website for Nicola Yoon
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JEFF ZENTNER

In the Wild Light (2023)

Author: Jeff Zentner

About: A coming of age novel about two best friends whose friendship is tested when
they get the opportunity to leave their impoverished small town for an elite prep school.
Category: Young Adult

Resources:

e TeachingBooks resources
e Author Website for Jeff Zentner



https://share.teachingbooks.net/QL9FNU4
https://www.claireswinarski.com/middlegradebooks
https://share.teachingbooks.net/QLAGIXJ
https://www.veerahiranandani.com/
https://share.teachingbooks.net/QLUKVRX
https://www.thenickbrooks.com/
https://school.teachingbooks.net/tb.cgi?tid=76239
https://www.nicolayoon.com/
https://share.teachingbooks.net/QL82C47
https://www.jeffzentnerbooks.com/

