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Presiden�’� Messag�
My “Aja Moment”

Teaching is not a stagnant occupation.  I think it is easy for us to fall into a teaching routine
because it is familiar and we know what to expect. But effective teachers must be willing to
understand and accept changes in good education practices.

I attended a session at the CRA conference that helped me understand an educational shift
and my own perception about teaching. The workshop was entitled “Shifting the Balance”,
presented by Jan Burkins and Kari Yates. They listed the 6 shifts presented in their book,
Shifting the Balance,: language comprehension, phonemic awareness, phonics, high
frequency words, prompting/feedback, and text selection. I would like to discuss a few points
regarding language comprehension.

Some children reach a plateau in their reading comprehension in 3rd or 4th grade. We
wonder why they can’t comprehend the text because their phonics skills are strong. Their
decoding skills have outpaced their language. Reading comprehension BEGINS at birth.
Why? Learning language is natural. Learning to read is not natural. Children must listen to
understand. Therefore they need knowledge of their world, which they learn through
language.
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Presiden�’� Messag� (continued from page 1)

Word reading X Language comprehension = Reading comprehension

If one of these is weak, comprehension will be weak. Therefore we must treat
oral language development as an essential reading skill. But how?  Here are a
few ideas:
1.  Interactive read aloud. Take time for conversation
2. Teach with text sets built around a common topic

3. Purposeful pacing. Pause at critical points during instruction, giving the brain a chance to
understand
4. Use and collect interesting words
5. Repeat and expand. Add more vocabulary to a child’s simple statement.
Example: “He is jumping in a puddle”. Teacher repeats adding vocabulary. “He is jumping in

a puddle and splashing water on his galoshes.”

If you would like more information regarding the 6 shifts go to
TheSixShifts.com/downloads/handouts. There are also videos on the website. The authors
also have Youtube videos entitled Jan and Kari. And remember,
“teaching is an act of courage”.

Paula Aja, currently Co-President of Gateway Reading Council, is a Past
President of the California Reading Association.  Paula is a retired
elementary teacher who worked in the Sonoma Valley USD for over three
decades.

Hav� � Cu� of Co�e� o� U�…
Gateway will be holding a special drawing for Starbucks gift cards.  All new and renewing
members, along with teachers who submit a Young Writers’ entry will have their name put
into the drawing.  Winners will be chosen at the Young Writers’ celebration in May.

http://thesixshifts.com/downloads/handouts
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Youn� Write��’ Celebratio� 2022

Please join the Gateway Reading Council in our efforts to recognize young authors and encourage
schools to increase writing skills by participation in this year’s Young Writers’ Awards Program.

This year’s awards ceremony will be held on Friday, May 13, 2022. (Location TBA depending on
COVID). Young authors who wish to read their work before a small audience may do so from 4:00 -
4:30 p.m. A children's author and illustrator will speak and assist in the presentation of awards will
follow young author readings.

Each school in Sonoma County may submit the names of two student writers who have done an
outstanding job of writing during the 2021- 2022 school year. Individual schools set their own criteria,
and select the students to represent their school.

* Written works submitted by schools may be in any format, including picture books, poetry, editorials,
essays, short stories, or plays but must be ORIGINAL. Dictated language stories are also welcome.
Authors are encouraged to write in their native language.

ENTRIES/ WORK must be SUBMITTED BY April 6, 2022 to be included in the anthology. For
more information, contact Nancy Rogers-Zegarra, Chair of the Young Writers’ Awards Celebration, by
email at nr729zeg@gmail.com.

Californi� Readin� Associatio�
www.californiareading.org

CYRM and Eureka! Books: Amazing  Books for Every Student, Classroom and School Library

California Young Reader Medal - Nominees & winners selected by California students
Student votes due April 1st (www.california young reader medal.org)

Eureka! Non-Fiction Book Award - Honoring outstanding non-fiction

http://www.californiareading.org
http://www.california
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Mari� Hinto� Retire�
After 47 years as Librarian at Old Adobe School in Petaluma, “Mrs.

Book”, as the children affectionately call her, is retiring. Marie served
both as school and district librarian for the Old Adobe School District
during her tenure of nearly half a century. Marie, Paula Aja and Jan
Alessio, the “Three Musketeers” worked on Gateway literacy projects
and programs, served as board members, and attended CA Reading
Association and International Literacy Association conferences
together for years. Marie served as President, Treasurer, and Young
Writers’ Chair in Gateway Reading Council. She also served on the
California Young Reader Medal Committee and as Area Director
(Area 1) for California Reading Association.

Marie grew up in the Mission district in San Francisco and earned her masters in library
science from UC Berkeley. She and her husband Bob raised 4 children in Petaluma. Marie is
a proud grandma and great grandma. She was also involved with Girl Scouts as well as the
youth soccer league in Sonoma County.

Membe�shi�
Join Gateway Reading Council and California Reading Association today!

Go to: www.californiareading.org

Thank you for joining or renewing your membership: Ashley Dumbra, Shoreline Unified
School District; Kathleen Macmillan, Napa Valley Unified School District; Bev Singer,
Healdsburg Unified School District (retired); Carla Peterson, Santa Rosa City Schools.

Join the Gateway Reading Council!  Gateway is looking for individuals interested in literacy
including the areas of professional development and working on literacy projects that
support students and their families.
Gateway Reading Council is a local chapter of the California Reading Association.

http://www.californiareading.org
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CRA Membership
Deal

Join CRA between NOW
and March 10, 2022, and
receive a one year
membership to CRA at
a discount rate of $30.

By joining today, you
will receive a one year
membership to CRA
and a complimentary
registration to Mary
Howard’s Webinar that
is being held on March
24, 2022.

Mary Howard Webinar
$10 members/$30 non-members.
Paypal adds a small handling fee.

California Reading Association
www.californiareading.org

http://www.californiareading.org
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Reading Diverse Books in Elementary School Is More Important than Ever
and not just during special months. By Nancy Rogers-Zegarra

As a current member of the California Department of Education K-2 Literature list committee, I
have been thinking a lot lately about how to create a more diverse list of literature books. My K-
2 group has been tasked with finding 50 recently published books that reflect California’s young
readers. Wow! This has become a work of love but also a big responsibility. As I think through
what to recommend, I remember my longtime friend, author, and Gateway member Milly Lee
telling me that when she grew up in San Francisco there were no books about young Chinese
girls in her classroom or school library. She wrote her books to change this situation and to show
that she had something to say about her place in California and the world.

The quote by Shelley Harwayne “…all our children need to believe they have something
interesting to say.  Literature plays a key role in helping children’s voices take the floor.
Literature triggers thoughts, unlocks memories, and helps create the kind of community in which
it’s safe to tell our stories.” Lasting Impressions reminds me that we need to ensure that schools
include diverse books for students to learn from and to also create safe places for students to tell
their stories. Recent recommendations for more diverse children’s literature books as “read
alouds” in classrooms and as part of school libraries is important for us to think about. As
teachers, we want to promote the idea first talked about by Rudine Sims Bishop, of using books
as “mirrors” to see yourself reflected, “windows” to witness another’s experience, and “sliding
glass doors” to enter into imagined worlds. Children should be immersed in a variety of books
about people like themselves and about people who are different from themselves and their
families. Reading about people who are real or fictitious—gives students the opportunity to try
on a world view that is different from their own. Using a different lens to hear about diverse
people’s stories and lives encourages new understanding, empathy and may eventually create a
more balanced appreciation of our current diverse world.

Diverse children’s literature books can serve an essential role in helping kids learn how to think,
process, and analyze what they see including issues of race, immigration, economics, culture,
injustice, and equity. Any book can be a starting point to think critically.  Stories students and
teachers read can be placed in a broader context that provides insight into social, political, and
economic dynamics. Reading multicultural picture books such as the CYRM books, teachers and
parents can create awareness of diversity, promote acceptance of difference, and help children
become advocates for inclusion. Educators and families can model how to use books to examine
the social, political, and economic causes and consequences of what’s depicted in a story, and
explore how those stories can reveal broader realities throughout the year not just during Black
History month or Women’s History month.
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Three cautions when carefully selecting diverse books: 1) be wary of stereotypes, 2) be mindful
of illustrations, and 3) be careful to look at the messages both visual and verbal and note groups
that are invisible.   (Use box 1  to help avoid these three cautions)
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Stereotypes are woven into books and illustrations and when we are not in a particular ethnic, cultural
or linguistic group we might not pick up on these subtle prejudices. Illustrations can be very powerful
for the young child. What the child sees or does not see can harm their identity and might make them
feel less valued in our society. Quality literature books read throughout the year will help children see
themselves in positive situations and help them form positive self-identities.

Going back to Sim’s view of books as windows, mirrors and doors, some children’s authors and
educators are asking us to expand the metaphor and think about books as a magnifying glass through
which young people can learn how to look more closely and “read” the world more deeply. Students
and families have become more culturally, linguistically, and politically diverse so it is time to rethink
what books we buy, select, and read in classrooms to create cross-cultural experiences. Also here is a
link to a tool to help you assess your current classroom library. Adapted with permission from Lee and
Low Books (2017). Classroom Library Questionnaire. Retrieved from
https://www.leeandlow.com/uploads/loaded_document/408/Classroom-Library-Questionnire_FINAL.pd
f Seed the Way, LLC (2018) 4. Also, check out the CYRM  and Eureka books on the CRA website
californiareading.org.

Let’s reimagine how we carefully select and read quality diverse literature books to ensure they are
mirrors, windows, glass doors, and magnifying glasses for our children and schools.

Dr. Nancy Rogers-Zegarra  is a Past President of the California Reading Association and
the current editor of The California Reader, a journal of CRA.  A member of Gateway
Reading Council for over three decades, Nancy has served in every leadership capacity on
the board.   Currently, her office is Membership  and she serves as Chair for the Young
Writers’ Awards event.

Gateway Reading Council  2021-2022 Officers:
Katie Aja, Petaluma City Schools
Paula Aja, El Verano School, Sonoma (Retired)
Marie Hinton, Old Adobe School, Petaluma (Retired)
Carla Peterson, Santa Rosa City Schools
Nancy Rogers-Zegarra, Literacy Consultant


